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 LINCOLN CASTLE SQUARE to AUBOURN                                                                                         

(9½ miles) 

Walk Outline: 

A fine introduction to the Danelaw Way with an interesting departure route 

from the city by unfrequented byways, the openness of the West Common, 

waterside walking by the Foss Dyke with moored barges and houseboats, 

further quiet waterside walking along the River Witham bank and then on 

through arable fields to ‘the steeple peeping in a stretching sky’ of South 

Hykeham and finally to the beautiful chancel fragment of a mediaeval church 

and the 16th century red brick Tudor Hall of the Nevile family at Aubourn. 

Distance:  9½ miles 

Time:  4½ hours with time to ‘stand and stare’ and a lunch stop 

OS Maps: Explorer 272 Lincoln: 25,000:1:  2½ inches to 1 mile 

Starting Place: Castle Square, Lincoln.  Map Ref: SK 976 718 

Finishing Place: Blackmoor Road, Aubourn. Map Ref: SK 927 627 

Parking:  No off-road parking in Aubourn.  Suggested alternative: Moor 

Lane, Aubourn on grass verge. From Lincoln direction:  Take 

the one-way system (Chapel Lane), then at first right bend go 
straight ahead.  This is Moor Lane.  Park on grass verge. From 

Newark direction: Take the one-way system, passing Royal 

Oak on left, take the next right turn.  This is Chapel Lane. At the 

first bend go straight ahead to Moor Lane.  Park on grass 

verge. 

Items of Interest:  

South Hykeham 

A peaceful village with some pleasant houses, including some new ones and a 

churchyard shaded by mature trees.  The church spire is 14th century and is 

much older than the church.     
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Aubourn 

A quiet place in the flat lands below the cliff.  An ancient place too for there 

was a church here at the time of the Domesday Book and a fishery mentioned 

as being worth a thousand eels a year.  A heron may often be seen sitting on 

the gantry bridge watching for fish in the river below. 

Route Description: 

With Lincoln Castle main entrance behind you in Castle Square walk 

through Exchequergate Arch towards the West front of the cathedral. 

Keep the cathedral on your left, pass entrance to Medieval Bishops’ Palace 

right and at the end of the cathedral turn LEFT to follow the paved walkway 

over the green to the Tennyson statue on the left. Go up the steps and walk 

HALF LEFT across Eastgate to the narrow lane called East Bight with the 

Roman East Gate in the hotel grounds on your right.  Follow this interesting 

little lane with the wall of the Bishop’s Palace on your left and later Roman 

remains on the right.  Emerging from East Bight go STRAIGHT ACROSS 

Bailgate with Newport Arch on your right.  Walk along Chapel Lane passing 

the Water Tower and upon reaching Westgate cross and turn RIGHT with the 

castle walls left.  At the Strugglers Inn with its macabre associations cross the 

road at the junction with the mini-roundabout to turn RIGHT along Burton 

Road but only for a few yards.  Turn LEFT down the tree-lined walkway by the 

launderette (not along Occupation Road).  Upon reaching Willis Close turn 

LEFT along the footway with the houses on your left and continue to the end 
of the close to follow a narrow-hidden passageway round to your right.  You 

will have a fine view of Ellis’s windmill that may actually be working.  On 

reaching Upper Long Leys Road, turn LEFT steeply downhill to the busy 

Yarborough Road.  Again, turn LEFT downhill for a few yards to the light 

controlled pedestrian crossing, to cross the road with care to the signposted 

footpath on the edge of the West Common. Ignore the footpath and walk 100 

yards RIGHT downhill to a gate in the common fence.  Turn LEFT to follow the 

well-defined track aiming for a gate at the main road at the left hand edge of 

the common.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
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Upon reaching the busy Saxilby Road go STRAIGHT ACROSS over the 

crossing onto signposted Public Footpath 18 and keep to the left edge of 

the common, that has become a golf course, until you reach the upgraded 

Sustrans track alongside the Roman Foss Dyke.  Turn LEFT towards the city 

on this track that becomes a roadway with interesting houseboats and barges 

and across the water, Lincoln University buildings.  Continue for 1100 yards, 

(2/3 mile/1000 metres), then go under the new road bridge and turn LEFT up 

the slope to the road and LEFT to walk over the bridge.  Before the traffic 

lights turn LEFT down the steps and walk in front of the university 

accommodation buildings (Waterfront Trail).  Turn RIGHT then LEFT in front 

of other university buildings 

with the Brayford Pool Marina 

on your left and a fine view of 

the castle and cathedral.  

Walking forward with the 

marina on your left and the 

railway on your right turn 

RIGHT upon reaching the road 

at the level crossing.  Follow 

the elevated footway to 

pedestrian lights, go STRAIGHT 

ACROSS the road and onto 
Riverside Walk with the river 

Witham now on your left.  

Continue along this riverside 

path (FP37) for 1¾ miles, until 

you reach the A1434, the main 

road to Newark and the Plough 

Public House. Upon leaving the 

city the walk, almost 

immediately, takes on a 

different character with swans,  
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Canada geese, skylarks, wild flowers and fish in the river.  It is another world 

in a remarkably short time. 

Cross the busy road with care to signposted footpath opposite (FP41) 

beside the filling station.  (If road is very busy, turn left and walk to traffic 

lights and cross the road here).  The river is still on your left and there are 

some warehouses on the right.  The path is narrow and sometimes overgrown 

for this stretch.  Continue along the raised river bank.  After two gates the path 

is not distinct, but it crosses a damp area with bushes ahead and the 

inappropriately named Manor Farm on the right.  Rejoin the raised river bank 

for about 60 yards where you leave the river and follow the drain, still on your 

left.  Through the gate to go LEFT over the bridge and turn RIGHT along the 

left-hand bank.  Continue forward past playing fields on the right - a good 

place to stop for a break. 

Returning to the drain continue on the left bank.  Where the drain bends to 

the right, go LEFT up embankment steps and follow the well-defined path 

across the fields.  Go AHEAD past the power post and follow drain on the left 

and wooden horse fencing on right.  Continue ahead until you come to the 

three way finger post.  Turn RIGHT passing between houses, go STRAIGHT 

AHEAD at road and continue along Water Lane.  At the crossroads turn LEFT 

into Meadow Lane, pass Meadow Close on the left.  At the main road continue 

STRAIGHT AHEAD.  Immediately before the sharp left-hand bend cross the 

road into Russell Avenue on your right and proceed 50 yards before turning 

LEFT to find a signposted footpath (FP 1) and a metal kissing gate at the end 

of the close. 

The clear path crosses one field, then a tarmacked path between new 

houses, and a further field.  Go to the next gap in the hedge and through 

the gate, to turn RIGHT keeping the hedge on your right.  At the corner of the 

field turn LEFT still keeping the hedge on your right. At the track walk 

STRAIGHT ACROSS to cross the concrete bridge.  Through the gate and follow 

the well defined path through two fields to exit the field (through pedestrian 
gate) onto a lane. Turn RIGHT on the lane towards the church.  At the 

crossroads turn LEFT down Wath Lane, pass the school on the left and ignore 

the footpath on your right.   
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Continue along Wath Lane for nearly a mile until you reach the river once  

more. Turn RIGHT keeping the river on your left, passing the gantry bridge 

that is supposed to be a bridleway, continue on the river bank for 300 yds to 

turn LEFT over the concrete bridge to a gate on the right.  Continue ahead 

with the attractive grounds of the historic Aubourn Hall on your right to a gate 

leading into the churchyard with the lovely church over on the left.  Do have a 

look in the church, if it is open.  Turn RIGHT down the gravel path to the gate, 

cross the former crew yard, cross the drive to the Hall, pass through a metal 

gate on the LEFT, then ahead keeping paddocks on the LEFT to a three way 

finger post.  If you are finishing in Aubourn, then turn LEFT here to Royal Oak 

Lane.  Turn LEFT for Harmston Road ahead or Chapel Lane shortly on RIGHT 

which leads to Moor Lane, otherwise turn RIGHT and follow instructions in 

next section from line 2 after 3 way FP* sign. 

 

 

 

Pleasant Places 

Old stone pits all ivy overhung                                                                                                     

Rude crooked brooks o’er which is idly flung                                                                                

A rail and plank that bends beneath the tread                                                                          

Old narrow lanes where trees meet overhead                                                    

And gaps through rough bramble hedges where we spy                                      

A steeple peeping in the stretching sky. 

John Clare 
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